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Wetter Beginning, But Drier February Ahead
The NOAA shows an above average likelihood of the
first 10 days in February being significantly wetter
than average for the entire Commonwealth, along
with a large portion of the Great Lakes, Mid-west,
and Upland South.
This first block of days in February are predicted to
be warmer than average as well, in contrast to the
scattered days with very low temperatures we’ve
received in late January.
The latter half of February is predicted to be drier
and colder than average for the eastern half the
United States, which could mean more of these arctic
air masses are headed our way.
See UKAg Weather’s Long Range Outlooks for a
variety of forecasts of temperature and precipitation
probabilities.
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Pesticide Licensure in Kentucky
Savannah McGuire, Extension Support Staff, Horticulture
In Kentucky, both commercial and non-commercial applicators of pesticides and/or
fertilizer must be licensed through the Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA).
To get a license, applicators are required to take an examination and participate in
continuing education courses. According to the KDA website, “All commercial and
noncommercial applicators must be certified to apply pesticides to the property of
others in Kentucky. To apply pesticides in daycare facilities, schools, nursing homes,
and hospitals additional certification is required.”

Figure 1. Pesticide application
Photo: Kentucky Department of Agriculture

Before taking the exam, determine
which certification categories best fit
your needs. The exam for the initial
category incurs a fee of $25, with $10
required for each additional category
selected. Pre-registration is not required to take the exam. The exam
must be paid for with check or money
order. Cash is NOT accepted.

Click here to access the 2019 Commercial Applicator Testing Schedule
Click here to determine which applicator category that you fit into

Click here for exam study resources (“category manuals”) provided by the University of Kentucky
License Renewal: “The licenses are renewed on a yearly basis. To maintain a certification for the Ag Branch you must have nine (9) general and three (3) category
specific hours by December 31st of the year listed under the certification area of
your license.” (Kentucky Department of Agriculture)
For questions or more information, call (502) 573-0282
References
UK Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP)
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/uk-pesticide-safety-education-program-psep
Pesticide Training and Testing
http://www.kyagr.com/consumer/pesticide-training-and-testing.html
Keeping Up With Your Pesticide Licensing and Certification
https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/keeping-up-with-yourpesticide-licensing-and-certification/

Guide to Online Resources for Nursery Growers
Savannah McGuire, Extension Support Staff, Horticulture
The University of Kentucky offers a variety of resources to nursery producers to help
them improve growing techniques, evaluate business strategies, and more. Accessible
online, these resources will allow you to stay up to date on current events and research.
Nursery Crop Extension and the Center for Crop Diversification are two units that provide
resources that can be helpful to nursery growers and green industry professionals.
Resources profiled in this article:

Nursery Crop Extension Resources


Nursery Crop Extension-Research Website



University of Kentucky Horticulture YouTube Channel



UKREC Hort group Facebook Page

Center for Crop Diversification Web Resources


Geographic Horticulture Directory of Kentucky



Budgeting Tools

Nursery Crop
Extension-Research
Website
Visit the UK Nursery Crop
Extension-Research website to
find information on current and
past research, upcoming

meetings, links to social media
and production resources.

Continued on next page….

Locate the “Production Resources” link on the menu near the top of any page to access publications and materials that fit your needs.

Continued on next page...

University of Kentucky Horticulture YouTube Channel
Visit: YouTube.com/UKRECHort to see videos on nursery production practices as well
as presentations from speakers at UK Nursery Crops educational meetings.

Continued on next page...

UKREC Horticulture Group Facebook Page
Stay up-to-date on current events with the UKREC Hort Group at the UKREC Hort
Group Facebook page. Updates include: planned field days and meetings,
information on current research, and updates from the gardens.
THE UKREC Horticulture Group mission is to support Kentucky Horticulture
(nursery/landscape, fruits, and vegetables). Located in Princeton, KY, six
Horticulture department faculty and staff are housed at the University of
Kentucky Research and Education Center w ith a research orchard,
nursery/landscape research site, vegetable plots, and the UKREC landscape. The
nursery landscape plots are used for evaluation of production systems, landscape
plant establishment, and serves as a plant cultivar and Kentucky native plant
testing site.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Ukrec-Hort-Group-122095484516798

CCD Resource:
Geographic Horticulture Directory of Kentucky
This interactive, mobile-friendly directory provides information on where to find
and how to contact auctions, farmers markets, water testing labs, shared
equipment resources and much more. This directory is still in development with
resources being added routinely, with plans to add UK Extension offices, NRCS
facilities, grower organization members, and other shared-use equipment.
http://www.uky.edu/ccd/maps

At the link above, there is another printable (33” x 15”), high-resolution map of
Kentucky showing time zones, counties, county seats, and urbanized areas.
Generally speaking, this map is most useful to Extension professionals and other
service providers, but is freely made available to the public.
Bookmark this link, as it will connect you with the directory easily but more maps
will also be added this year for a variety of topics the grower community may find
useful.

CCD Resource:
Budgeting Tools
http://www.uky.edu/ccd/tools/budgets
Budgets are useful for planning your operation, developing a realistic business
plan, applying for financing/grants, and evaluating potential crops. The nursery,
greenhouse and ornamental crop budgets available from the Center for Crop
Diversification also includes a link to a program developed by the USDA called
“Virtual Grower”. This program allows a greenhouse operator to calculate energy
costs associated with heating using a massive variety of methods and materials.
It helps take a lot of the guesswork in considering building and upgrading
greenhouse infrastructure.

The University of Kentucky’s
Nursery Crop Extension
Research Team is based
out of two locations across
the bluegrass to better serve
our producers.
The University of Kentucky
Research and Education
Center (UKREC) in Princeton serves w estern Kentucky producers while our
facilities and personnel on
main campus in Lexington
serve central and eastern
Kentucky producers.

Contact Us
Western Kentucky
UK Research & Education Center
1205 Hopkinsville Street
P.O. Box 496
Princeton, KY 42445
270-365-7541

Central / Eastern Kentucky
UK Main Campus
Horticulture Department
N-318 Ag. Science Center North
859-257-1273

Visit us on the web at

https://nursery-crop-extension.ca.uky.edu/

Check out our YouTube
Channel!
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